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before proceeding to a consideration of what he has
done, it will be as well to see what he set out to do.
In this speech he covered, as is usual on such
occasions, a very wide field. In a brief reference to the
conflict in the Far East he said: "In our view an
essential for success in any endeavour to bring about a
settlement is the co-operation of the United States,
whose influence and interests in the Far East are so
considerable." Passing to the Spanish war he observed
that perhaps the only satisfactory aspect of the history
of this affair from our point of view has been the close
collaboration with the French Government which we
have enjoyed throughout. From this he went on to
mention "our relations with the two great Powers
which are now so closely associated in what is known
as the Rome-Berlin axis'5:

It is the sincere desire of His Majesty's Govern-
ment to see those relations firmly established on a
basis of mutual friendship and understanding,
which should not in our view be affected by differ-
ences in methods of internal administration.

An understanding, however, could, he felt, better be
reached "by informal discussion than by public de-
clamation".

The Socialist Opposition had attacked the Govern-
ment because there was no reference to the League of
Nations in the King's Speech. The Prime Minister
dealt with this criticism:

There are apparently some people whose faith in
the League is so shallow that unless they keep
repeating its name aloud at frequent intervals they
feel themselves liable to forget all about it. The faith